
  

This booklet outlines grammar 
expectations for your child. There are 
examples and explanations for each 
expectation statement. The games and 
activities included in the booklet are 
designed to support your child in 
developing the necessary skills at 
home.  
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Language 

 

Standard forms of English 
 Formal Standard English 

  I did it because they were not willing to   
  undertake any more work on those houses.  

 Casual Non Standard English 
  I done it cos they wouldn’t do no more    
  work on them houses.  

 Subjunctive mood for very formal texts  
 The verb form used to express a wish, a 
suggestion, a command, or a condition that is 
contrary to fact.  It is used to  
explore conditional or imaginary    
situations, e.g. I wish it were not true. 
             It was becomes it were. 

 

  use language appropriate to 
writing, including standard forms 
of English 
 

 

Handwriting 
Activities at Home 

          

 Model Maker 
Encourage your child to build intricate models, 
e.g. model planes or doll houses 
 

 Origami 
Make origami animals. 
 

 Calligraphy 
Take up calligraphy. 
 

 Cake Decoration 
Decorate cakes with icing pictures  

          and words. 
 

 Competitions 
Enter handwriting competitions. 
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Handwriting 

  produce fluent and legible 
handwriting 

 

Subject specific words and phrases 

e.g.  
The Egyptians 
Hieroglyphic, afterlife, Pharaoh, scroll, 
vizier, edict, dynasty etc.  
The Romans 
Amphitheatre, aqueduct, ballista, basilica, 
caldarium etc. 
Genre vocabulary 

Furthermore… 
Alternatively… 
On the other hand… 
Our conclusion is… 
 

 

Language 
 

use varied and appropriate 
vocabulary, including subject-
specific words and phrases 
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 The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 

 Decide, as part of their personal style, whether 
or not to join specific letters. 
 

 Use an un-joined style (e.g. for  
labelling a diagram, writing an email address, 
or for algebra) and capital letters (e.g. for 
filling in a form). 
 

 Choose the writing implement  
best suited for a task (e.g. quick  
notes, letters). 

  



  

 

 

 

Language 

 

choose & use a wide range of 
adventurous and imaginative 
vocabulary with precision 
 

 

Spelling 
Activities at Home 

 
 

 

 

 
            dwell   stern 

            silhouette  precise 

   terrain   miraculous 

    apparition  devastation 

   pathetic   contribution 

  formidable  ferociously 

  yearning   nourish 

  vision  

       
 

 Board Games 
    Play scrabble. 
 

 Mnemonics 
Make up mnemonics for difficult words, e.g. 
RHYTHM - Rhythm Helps Your Two    
        Hips Move 

 
            I before E, except after C. 
            And "weird" is just weird. 
 
 Catch Them Out! 

Look for spelling mistakes in local adverts. 
 

 Spell-a-Doodle 
Draw a picture out of words. 
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This booklet outlines the end of year 
grammar expectations for children in 
Year Four classes. There are examples 
and explanations for each expectation 
statement. The games and activities 
included in the booklet are designed 
for parents to support their children 
in developing the necessary skills at 
home.  

 

 

Spelling 

 

Polysyllabic words 

 Words with more than one syllable 
Veg – e – ta – ble 

Complex Words 

 Words made up of two or more  
      morphemes 

nevertheless 
 

Irregular Words 
 Words that don’t follow the  
      normal rules 

does  doubt   heir 
 

 

              use strategies to spell  
correctly polysyllabic, complex and 

irregular words 

 
 

 

Language 
Activities at Home 

          

 Where Are You From? 
Listen for non-standard forms of English on TV or 
in overheard conversations. Can you work out 
where someone is from by the non-standard 
English that they use? 
 

 Community English 
   Try and find examples of non-standard  
    English in the community. 
 
 If I Were… 

Use the subjunctive mood to consider imaginary 
situations. Who can  
think of the best sentence, e.g. 
If I were king for a day, everyone  
would eat ice cream for tea.  
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Punctuation 

 use the full range of punctuation 
accurately to clarify meaning 

 

 Uniform Sentences 
Choose a sentence type. You can only talk 
using that type of sentence for a set time. 
Discuss the effect, e.g. 
Simple Short Sentences 
It’s teatime. Pass the salt. Now please. I’m 
out later. Are you? 
Compound Sentences 
Can you sit at the table and say your 
prayers. I would like to get down now so I 
can go out to play.  
 

 Favourite Sentences 
Make a note of your favourite  
sentences when reading. Discuss if 
each sentence is simple, compound or 
complex and how you know. 

              

 

 

Sentence 
Activities at Home 
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Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity. 

 

 The giants who were very tall couldn’t fit 
through the door. 

Only the tall giants couldn’t fit through the door. 

 

 The giants, who were very tall, couldn’t fit 
through the door. 

All the giants were too tall. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

Sentence Structure 

 

 

use varied sentence structures  
for emphasis and effect 
for emphasis and effect 
 

 

Punctuation 
Activities at Home 

 
 

 

 

Simple Sentence 
 A simple sentence has one independent   
    clause. 

The knight killed the dragon. 
Compound Sentence 

 A compound sentence includes more than one 
independent clause, connected by a 
coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS). 

For And Nor But Or Yet So 
The dragon was dead so his work was finished. 

Complex Sentence 
 A complex sentence consists of  
a main clause and one or more  
subordinate clauses. 

         When the dragon was dead, the  
knight could go home. 

. 

 
 

 Birthday Jokes 
Make your own joke birthday cards using 
punctuation e.g. Let’s eat Grandma! 
 

 Spot the Error  
Who will be the first to find punctuation used 
incorrectly on signs, shop windows etc. 
 

 Silly Sentences 
Make up silly sentences using commas to add 
the extra information, e.g. 
Mum, who was covered in pink  
icing, was late. 
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Word Class 

 

Word class Standard form Non-standard form 
noun I want to go on 

the slide. 
I want to go on the 
slider. 

pronoun You are guilty You’ze are guilty. 
adjective I want a blue car. I want a car blue. 
adverb I can do that more 

quickly than you. 
I can do that 
quicklier than you. 

connective She sang because 
she was happy. 

She sang cos she was 
happy. 

preposition Then he jumped 
off the wall 

Then he jumped off 
of the wall. 

verb That’s the swing 
we swung on. 

That's the  
swing we  
swinged on 

 

    craft their writing by using the  
standard forms of English, e.g. nouns, 
pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, 
prepositions, connectives and verb 
tenses   
 
 

 

Word Class 
Activities at Home 

          

 Ask a Friend 

Ask your friends. See how many words you can 
find for objects based on dialect,  
      e.g. plimsole, trainer, dap, sneaker. 
 

 Word Class Detective 
Keep a tally of word classes that people use 
non-standard forms for. Which is the most 
common word class? 
 

 Accent Maker 
Speak to each other in different dialects. Try 
to work out what the standard  
form of English would be, e.g. 
Welsh – I’ll be there now in a minute. 
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