
  Language 
       

 

 

 

Standard forms of English 
  Formal Standard English 

 I did it because they were not willing to   
   undertake any more work on those  
   houses.  

 Casual Non Standard English 

 I did it cos they wouldn’t do 
  any more work on those 
  houses.  
 I done it cos they wouldn’t do  
  no more work on them houses.  
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use language appropriate to 
writing, including standard 
forms of English 
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use varied and appropriate 
vocabulary, including subject-specific 
words and phrases 

 

 

 

Subject specific words and phrases 
e.g.  
The Egyptians 
Hieroglyphic, afterlife, Pharaoh, scroll, 
vizier, edict, dynasty etc.  
The Romans 
Amphitheatre, aqueduct, ballista, basilica, 
caldarium etc. 
Genre vocabulary 
Furthermore… 
Alternatively… 
On the other hand… 
Our conclusion is… 

 

 

Language 

© 2016 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

www.cullyeducation.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

choose and use a wide range of 
adventurous and imaginative 
vocabulary with precision 

Language 
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The dragon was a formidable enemy. 

The floods caused widespread devastation. 
 

Language 
Classroom Activities 

 Writer’s Toolkit 
Note use of language in different texts 
and record for the writer’s toolkit. 

Text Type Language 
Example 

Purpose 

Recount 
Instruction 

Last night 
First 

Tells you when something happened. 
Tells you the order to do things. 

 
 

 We Say… But We Write… 

       Create a chart for the classroom and        
       add frequent errors found in writing.   
On the yard or at home we may 
say… 

In the class we say and we 
write… 

We was going… 
We could of… 

We were going… 
We could have… 
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Language 
Classroom Activities 

 
            

 Class Topic Dictionary 
Before starting a topic, give each child a 
new topic word. For homework they create 
an illustrated definition.  
 

 Be Precise 
List nouns from your topic on the working 
wall. Add precise nouns.  

Egyptians 
Noun Precise Noun 

Leader 
Writing 

Pharaoh 
Hieroglyphics 

 
 Subjunctive Mood Game 
Take it in turns to complete the  
subjunctive mood card, e.g. 
If I were rich, I would… 
If I were king for a day, I would… 
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Handwriting 

produce fluent and legible handwriting  
 

                 

The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 

 Decide, as part of their personal style, 
whether or not to join specific letters  

 Choose the writing implement best suited 
for a task (e.g. quick notes, letters). 

 Be clear about the standard of 
handwriting appropriate for a particular 
task (e.g. quick notes or a final 
handwritten version).  

 Use an un-joined style (e.g. to label 
a diagram, write an email address,  
or for algebra) and capital letters  
(e.g. for filling in a form). 
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Handwriting 
Classroom Activities  

 Licence to Write 
    Create pen licences for the children to  
    earn. They can only use pen to write if   
    they have earnt their licence and need to  
    continue writing neatly to keep the pen. 
 
 Writing in Style 
   Have a bank of special pens children can  
   earn for achieving handwriting targets,  
   e.g. gel pens 
 
 Writer of the Term 

   Display an example of good  
   handwriting from each class in the  
   foyer. Create a bio of the writer   
   including activities that help them to   
   write neatly. 
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Spelling 

use strategies to spell correctly 
polysyllabic, complex and 
irregular words 

Polysyllabic words 

 Words with more than one syllable 

Veg – e – ta – ble 

Complex words 

 Words made up of two or more  
      morphemes 

nevertheless 
 

Irregular words 
 Words that don’t follow the  
      normal rules 

does  doubt   heir 
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Spelling  
Classroom Activities 
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 Anagram 
    Children create anagrams of some the  
    weekly spelling words for their partner to   
    solve. Which partner will solve them first? 
 
 Scrabble Spelling 

Find the letters you need to spell your 
words, mix them up in a bag and see how 
long it takes you to unscramble them into 
the words. 
 

 Media Search 
How many spelling words can  
children highlight on a newspaper  
page in one minute. 
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Punctuation 

Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity. 

 The giants who were very tall couldn’t 
fit through the door. 

Only the tall giants couldn’t fit through the 
door. 

 

 The giants, who were very tall, couldn’t 
fit through the door. 

All the giants were too tall. 

 

use the full range of punctuation 
accurately to clarify meaning 
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Punctuation 
Classroom Activities  

 Editor Challenge 
Use punctuation to ensure ambiguous 
sentences make sense, e.g. 
Egyptians enjoyed cooking their families 
and dogs. 
Egyptians enjoyed cooking, their families, 
and dogs. 
 

 Change the Sentence 
Challenge children to change simple topic 
sentences using given criteria, e.g. 
Egyptians built pyramids. 
Add an independent clause 
Egyptians built pyramids, so they  
could bury their dead. 
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   use varied sentence structures  
for emphasis and effect 

Simple Sentence 
 A simple sentence has one independent   
    clause. 

The knight killed the dragon. 
Compound Sentence 

 A compound sentence includes more than 
one independent clause, connected by a 
coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS). 

For And Nor But Or Yet So 
The dragon was dead so his work was 

finished. 
Complex Sentence 

 A complex sentence consists of a  
    main clause and one or more  
    subordinate clauses. 

         When the dragon was dead, the  
knight could go home. 

 

Sentence Structure 
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Sentence  
Classroom Activities 

 Winning Sentences 
       Look at topic sentences written using  
       different structures. Decide which is  
       most effective and why, e.g.  
       Weighing as much as 16 Empire   
       State buildings, the Pyramid of Khufu at     
       Giza is the largest Egyptian pyramid. 
       The largest Egyptian pyramid is the    
       Pyramid of Khufu at Giza which weighs  
       as much as 16 Empire State buildings!  
       The Pyramid of Khufu at Giza is the   
       largest Egyptian pyramid. This     
       incredible structure weighs as much as         
       16 Empire State buildings! 
       Record the winning sentence on  
       the working wall. 
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Word Class 
craft their writing by using the  
standard forms of English, e.g. nouns, 
pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, 
prepositions, connectives and verb tenses   

    

Word class Standard form Non-standard form 
noun I want to go on 

the slide. 
I want to go on the 
slider. 

pronoun You are guilty You’ze are guilty. 
adjective I want a blue car. I want a car blue. 
adverb I can do that 

more quickly than 
you. 

I can do that 
quicklier than you. 

connective She sang because 
she was happy. 

She sang cos she was 
happy. 

preposition Then he jumped 
off the wall 

Then he jumped off 
of the wall. 

verb That’s the swing 
we swung on. 

That's the  
swing we  
swinged on 
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Word Class 
Classroom Activities   

 Noughts and Crosses 
Divide the class into 2 teams. Using a 
noughts and crosses grid, the children 
have to give the standard form of English 
for a given sentence. If they are correct 
they put their chosen symbol in the space. 
If they are incorrect the other team gets 
the point. The winner is the first team to 
have a line of three noughts or crosses.  
 

 Change the Suffix 
Show sentences that need a verb changed 
to a noun. Teams score points for  
adding the correct suffixes, e.g.  
arrive to arrival 
The arrive of the giant stopped Jack  
in his tracks. 
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