
  
Language 

 

      
   Talk about and identify writing features  

 

 Question marks 
    Question marks are used at the  
    end of a direct question. 
 

   Exclamation marks 
  Exclamation marks are often used at 
  the end of a sentence to show strong   
  feelings such as surprise, anger or joy. 
 
 

 Capital letters 
   Capital letters are upper-case letters  
   and they are used at the start of a  
   sentence and for proper nouns, e.g.   
   Last week, Tom went into London. 
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      use language associated  
with writing, e.g. question mark, 
capital letter, exclamation mark 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

www.cullyeducation.co.uk 
 

 

       use specific words which  
relate to the topic of their writing 

 

Fairy Tales 
Jack climbed the beanstalk . 
 
magic    spell    witch 
princess   prince    troll  
  
             

The body 
 

     hands        feet     
 
     legs        body 
 
                      eyes 
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The dragon was a formidable enemy. 

The floods caused widespread devastation. 
 

Language 
Classroom Activities 

 Picture Words 
Create a display of topic words with 
pictures to support meaning. Challenge 
each table to use one of the  
topic words in a sentence  
before they go out to play. 
 

 A Living Sentence 
Write a sentence on whiteboards using a 
separate board for each word, and for 
punctuation. Children hold up the boards 
and rearrange themselves into a sentence. 
Talk about capitals, full stops and making 
sense. Can they rearrange the  
words to make a question? What  
else needs to change in the sentence? 
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ladybird 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/widespread#widespread__2


 
 

  

Handwriting 
     form upper- and lower-case  
letters that are usually clearly shaped 
and correctly orientated  

                 

The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 

 

 Lower-case letters are small letters, e.g. 
a b c d e f g h I j k l m n o p q r 

s t u v w x y z 
 

 Upper-case letters are capital letters, 
      e.g. A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O  
                    P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
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Handwriting 
Classroom Activities  

 Torch Writing 
    In a dark den, set up large handwriting  
    letters for the children to trace with  
    their torch lights. 
 

 Playdough Games 
   Challenge children to use  
   different stamps and  
   cutters with playdough that  
   require different pressures  
   to use. 
 

 Simon Says 
Play ‘Simon Says’ giving instructions to 
improve co-ordination and balance,  
e.g. Touch your nose with your right  
hand and your ear with your left hand.  
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Spelling 
                  spell some words  

conventionally, including consonant 
vowel-consonant and common digraphs, 

e.g. th, ck 

 Consonant-vowel-consonant Words 
     Consonants are all the non-vowel  
     sounds, or their corresponding letters.  
      
     Letters representing vowel sounds are   
     A, E, I, O, U and sometimes Y. 
 
                        c – a – t 
                        m – a - t 
               
 

 Common Digraphs 
Digraphs are a combination of two  
letters representing one sound, e.g.          

                 wash and think. 

 
   

                     
© 2016 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

   Spelling 
            use spelling strategies  
such as  sound–symbol correspondence 

and segmenting 
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 Sound-symbol correspondence 

 This spelling strategy matches sounds to   

 the symbol representing them.      

sound sssss o kkk 
symbol s o ck 

 

   
use spelling support such as 
picture dictionaries, spelling 
mats and other resources   

 

 



  

  

Spelling 
          spell high-frequency  
               words correctly 
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ask      be     by    

come      could     do   

friend     full     has    

he      here     him  

his      house    love    

one      once     our    

pull      push     put    

says      seventeen   school   

so       some     there   

time      tree     today  
water     Wednesday   were   

where     your 

 



 

  

Spelling  
Classroom Activities 

 

 

 

 

www.cullyeducation.co.uk 
 

 

 

      Spelling Teddies 
  Give teddies spelling necklaces.  
  Children can use the teddy if they can  
  spell out the words on the necklace. 

 

 Spelling Hunt 
Hide high frequency words in the 
environment and challenge children to 
find the words on their list first. 
 

 Silly Five 
 Have a silly five minutes when you  
 spell out words using silly voices  
 and actions. Say the word, then  
 spell  it out, e.g.  
         water – w – a – t – e – r  
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Punctuation 

     Full stops 
 Use a full stop at the end of a sentence.  
 Use a capital letter after a full stop, e.g. 
Jack climbed the beanstalk. At the top 
there was a castle. 
 

Use capital letters   
 Use a capital letter at the start of a   
 sentence, e.g. Today is a special day. 
 Use a capital letter for proper nouns    
 (words that name something specific), e.g.       
Tom, London, Mum, Everest, Wednesday. 

         use capital letters and full  
stops with some degree of consistency  
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Punctuation 
Classroom Activities  

 Punctuation Teddy 
 During writing sessions, choose a group   
 for the ‘Punctuation Teddy’ to sit with. 
 Children can show him their use of   
 punctuation and he can  
 have a tub of full stops  
 etc. that children can  
 use in their writing. 
 
 

 Blu-tack Stop 
In shared writing explore the use of full 
stops using Blu-tack as the full stop so 
that it can easily be moved about. Read it 
aloud to see if it makes sense.  
Challenge early finishers to find the 
correct places for full stops in class 
writing. 
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Connectives 
 

begin to use connectives to 
expand a point  

 

 

 Connectives 
 Connectives are words that link or   
 ‘connect’ ideas within your writing. They   
 can be used within sentences to link two  
 or more points together. 

and   then   
I like sweets and chocolate. 
I played rugby and football. 

            I went to the park then went home. 
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Connectives 
 

use some ordering words, e.g. 
first, then 
 

 

 Use some ordering words  

Finally…  First…  

 

Next…   Once upon a time…  

 

Soon…   Suddenly…  

 

Then… 
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Connectives 
Classroom Activities 

 

 Obstacle course 
   Children direct each other around an   
   obstacle course using ordering words, e.g.     
         First crawl through the tunnel… 
  Which group can    

      finish first? 
 
 
 
 

 Simon Says Order 
  Play Simon Says but only follow the   
  command if there is an ordering word in   
  front of it, e.g.  
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Simon Says Action 
 Touch your 
nose 

 First, touch 
your nose 

 Don’t move 
 Touch your 
nose 

 

 


