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Dragon Step Authentic Tasks 
. Dragon Step Authentic Tasks are designed to give learners engaging, real-life opportunities to develop and apply their skills in 

a context that is relevant to them. Children learn best through purposeful activity and real-world tasks are ideal for developing useful 
skills and knowledge. Using authentic tasks equips learners for life, building their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject 
knowledge more positively and creatively.  

As teachers we all know that engaging learners is key to successful learning and progress but developing these activities is time 
consuming. Dragon Steps Authentic Tasks enable teachers to provide exciting and engaging activities for their learners and still have 
time for the more important parts of teaching, spending less time away from the children. 
  The new curriculum for Wales aims to promote high achievement and engage the interest of all learners to help them reach their 
potential, by making learning more experience-based, and by giving teachers the flexibility to deliver in more creative ways that suit 
the learners they teach. Dragon Step Authentic Tasks are developed with this goal in mind and are aligned to the six areas or learning 
and cross-curricular responsibilities for literacy, numeracy and digital competence.  

The numeracy pathways identified for activities are aligned to the ‘Curriculum for Wales: revised Areas of Learning for the FP 
and revised programmes of study for Key Stage 2’. The cross-curricular responsibility codes are from the coded framework for literacy 
and numeracy and the digital competency framework. A number of skills have been identified for each task. These are the skills most 
easily developed through an activity and it will be possible to develop other skills as well. The most relevant skills for your learners 
should be chosen as the focus for development and assessment. The tasks provide effective opportunities for formative assessment. 

Using the tasks 
Dragon step Authentic Tasks are designed so that they can be picked up and used by the busy teacher to create powerfully effective 
learning opportunities for their learners. The example activities can be used to introduce the task or they can be used as the task. 
Activities can be made simpler for learners through supporting materials or by amending the tasks. For support with this please 
contact Rachel@CullyEducation.co.uk. Each activity has an extension task to challenge learners and developing their own  
versions of the activities will also result in more challenge for learners.  
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            To celebrate the 100th birthday of this great Welsh legend, the school invites parents and the 
community to a special birthday celebration at the school.   

Attractions include a Roald Dahl themed numeracy walk, treasure hunt, story-tellers corner 
and exhibition stalls. The special day culminates in a spectacular Roald Dahl themed musical 
performance for the visitors. This task builds links with the community and has the potential for 
international links.  

The tasks have been allocated to year groups in order to show alignment to the Curriculum for 
Wales: revised Areas of Learning for the FP and revised programmes of study for Key Stage 2. All 
tasks could be developed with any year group. 
 
 

                                        Cross Curricular Responsibilities 
Literacy 

Oracy – Developing and Presenting Information and Ideas 
Reading – Locating, Selecting and Using Information, Responding to What has been Read 
Writing – Organising Ideas and Information, Writing Accurately 

Numeracy 
Numerical Reasoning, Using Number Skills, Using Measuring Skills, Using Data Skills 

Digital Competence 
Citizenship, Interacting and Collaborating, Data and Computational Thinking 

  Areas of Learning in     
  bold are the areas that    
  fit most naturally with   
  this task. 

 Expressive arts   
 Health and well-being   
 Humanities   
 Languages, 
literacy and 
communication   

 Mathematics and 
numeracy    

 Science and 
technology. 

 

 

Roald Dahl’s Birthday  
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                         Pre-teaching 
  

 In preparation for the day, each class reads a Roald Dahl book (suggested booklist).  
 Explain to the children that we are celebrating 100 years since the birth of Roald Dahl and so 

are going to hold a special party day that they will be organising.  
 Remind them of previous special days and discuss the types of jobs that will need to be 

completed. 
 Tasks can be allocated across the school or within the class.  

Year Groups given are only suggestions and the task can easily be adapted  
for other year groups. 

 Hold a musical workshop day to inspire the performances. 

Developing the Tasks 
 Research and plan activity areas. 
 Once the day has been planned, the resources will need to be created and set up ready for the day. 
 Both on the day and following on from the event, the day will need to be evaluated in terms of enjoyment, monetary gain 

and next steps. 
 

Make it 
Digital 

Each task can either be 
enhanced through the use 

of technology in the 
development stage or for 

execution of the task. 
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A walk through the school grounds with stations along the way containing interactive 
numeracy tasks and activities. 

                                                                 Pre-teaching 
 Explore example activities from each numeracy area with the children 
 Model changing an element of the task to create a new task, e.g. changing numbers involved, changing the theme. 
 Set learners the challenge of creating a task  for the themed numeracy trail 
 This task can be easily differentiated for any age range or ability through parameters set for the tasks,  

e.g. number range, allocating different tasks to different groups and introduction of tasks, e.g. to support  
learners: trial a task; model changing it; then learners change a similar task.  

Developing the Task 
 Learners create their task and include instructions for using the task. These could be written instructions or  

videoed explanations.  
 Visitors could be entered into a draw for a prize. Learners could record the tasks with the most correct answers.  
 Data could also be collected on the most popular tasks/ events of the day. 

Make it Digital 
 Learners take photos for the Llygaid Mathemateg image 
 Create QR codes for the tasks 
 Video explanations of task 
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   Numeracy Walk 

    Areas of Learning in     
    bold are the areas that    
    fit most naturally with     
    this task. 

 Expressive arts   
 Health and well-being   
 Humanities   
 Languages, literacy 

and communication   
 Mathematics and 

numeracy    
 Science and 

technology. 
 

 Cross Curricular Responsibilities 
Literacy – OS2, OS3, OS4, OC1, OC2, WM1, WM3, WM4, WM5 

Numeracy – All pathways can be developed depending on tasks created 
Digital Competence – 1.2, 1.3, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

Y6 

 



 

 

 

 

A Special Day Job Card  

   Roald Dahl Book List 

    N/R 
 The Enormous 
Crocodile 
 The Giraffe and 
the Pelly and Me 
 Esio Trot 

 

Y1/Y2 
 The Magic Finger 
 The Twits 
 Fantastic Mr Fox 

 

Y3/Y4 
 George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 
 The BFG 
 James and the 
Giant Peach 
 Matilda 
 Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
 Charlie and the 
Great Glass 
Elevator 

 

Great as a class book 

Y5/Y6 
 The Witches 
 Danny the 
Champion of the 
World 
 The Vicar of 
Nibbleswicke 

            Poetry 
Revolting Rhymes   Dirty Beasts 

                        Songs and verse 

 About 
Roald Dahl 

 Boy 
 More about Boy 
 Going Solo 
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Numeracy Trail Image 

Roald Dahl Numeracy Trail Y6 
Y6 Numeracy 

Pathways 
 make estimates of length,  

based on knowledge of the 
size of real-life objects, 
recognising appropriateness 
of units in different contexts 

 convert between standard 
units of time  

 calculate start times, finish 
times and durations using 
hours and minute  

NR Pathways 
 identify the appropriate 

steps & information needed 
to complete the task or 
reach a solution   

 select appropriate 
mathematics and techniques 
to use  

 use appropriate notation, 
symbols and units of 
measurement 

 A Roald Dahl Image 
Display a real-life image, related to Roald Dahl, and ask visitors numeracy questions about the image to help 
them develop their ‘Llygaid Mathemateg’ and see maths in the world around them. 

       Pre teaching 
 Use Llygaid Mathemeteg images and questions as a daily settling down task, to familiarise learners with the 

process. 
 Encourage learners to ask their own mathematical questions about the images. 

       Developing the task 
 Use a Roald Dahl related image such as the Norwegian Church – where Roald Dahl was baptised. 
 Learners develop some mathematical questions about the image, e.g. Which of these would be the closest 

estimate for the length of the church?  100cm, 10m or 1km Answer The photo is then displayed on the 
learning walk alongside the questions. 

Extension 
 Learners create a numerical reasoning question for the image.  

Make it Digital 
 Set the image and questions up as a QR code. 
 Children take their own photos for the image. 
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                       Resources 
 Camera 
 Llygaid Mathemateg image and questions 
 Llygaid Mathemateg glasses 
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Llygaid Roald Dahl Image 

 

 

 



 

Llygiad Image answer 
The closest estimate would be 10m.  
Children should use knowledge of the 
average bench length (approximately 2m) to 
work out the length of the church. 

 

 



 

 Roald Dahl Image NR 
question 

Click for Numerical Reasoning Question and answer 

 

 

 



 

Image NR Question Answer 
Question. 

The church is open 35 minutes less than Dr Who. What time does the church open? 

Answer. 

 It opens at 9:35am.  

Dr Who is open from 9:30 - 3:15, which is 5hrs 45 mins.  

The church needs to open for 35 minutes less than this which would be 5 hrs 10 mins.  

The church closes at 3:30 so 5 hrs 10 minutes earlier than this is 10:20.  

As the church is closed for lunch for 45 minutes we need to open 45 minutes earlier which is 9:35. 

Taken from Dragon Puzzler – a free daily puzzle www.cullyeducation.co.uk 
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Pie Charts 

 

If data was collected 
from 56 people, how 
many people voted 
for Matilda? 
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