
 

  

FP Numerical Reasoning using 
Counters 

Activities and ideas to 
develop reasoning skills 
in the KS2 classroom, 
using money. 

 

KS2 Numerical Reasoning using 
Money 
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KS2 Numerical Reasoning Skills  Relevant Activities 
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Identify 
processes 
and 
connections 

KS2.1 transfer mathematical 
skills to a variety of contexts 
and everyday situations 

               

KS2.2 identify the appropriate 
steps and information needed 
to complete the task or reach a 
solution 

               

KS2.3 select appropriate 
mathematics and techniques to 
use 

               

KS2.4 choose an appropriate 
mental or written strategy and 
know when it is appropriate to 
use a calculator 

               

KS2.5 select and use suitable 
instruments and units of 
measurement 

               

KS2.7 estimate and visualise 
size when measuring and use 
the correct units 

               

Represent 
and 
communicate 

KS2.11 explain results and 
procedures clearly using 
mathematical language 

               

KS2.13 refine informal methods 
of recording written 
calculations, moving to formal 
methods of calculation when 
developmentally ready 

               

KS2.14 use appropriate 
notation, symbols and units of 
measurement 

               

KS2.15 select and construct 
appropriate charts, diagrams 
and graphs with suitable scales 

               



 

  

Review
  

KS2.17 select from an 
increasing range of checking 
strategies to decide if answers 
are reasonable 

               

KS2.18 interpret answers 
within the context of the 
problem and consider whether 
answers, including calculator, 
analogue and digital displays, 
are sensible 

               

KS2.19 draw conclusions from 
data and recognise that some 
conclusions may be misleading 
or uncertain. 

               



  

Give children a bag containing 20 pound coins and the weight of 
the bag 190g. How many pound coins in a second bag if it weighs 
161.5g 

Money 

1 

Give children a purse with money, bananas priced 23p each and un- 
priced pears. Pose problems for them to work out, e.g. If I spent 
£1:59 and bought 2 bananas and four pears, how much is a single 
pear? 

2 

Money 

Give children a purse with small change in. Give children a 
shopping list and the coins used to pay. Did I get the right 
change? 

Give children four bags and 12 pennies. How many pennies do 
they need to put in each bag so that they can pay any amount 
from 1p to 12p without opening any of the bags? Does the 
strategy work for other numbers, e.g. 15 pennies and paying any 
amount from 1p to 15p. What about if we change the number of 
bags? 

4 

3 

Money 

Money 
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Give children a purse and ask them which products they can buy if 
they want to spend all their money. 

Money 

 

5 

Show children some products with different price options, e.g 2 for £5, 
4 for £8 and 6 for £11:40. Ask them to…  
…show all the ways to buy 10  
…find the cheapest way to buy 10 

Money 

 

6 

Tell children that…Research shows that sweet products have 
been shrinking. The shops say that they have reduced the price 
to match. Are they telling the truth or are we paying more? e.g. 
Pastilles used to be 82p for 70g and are now 72p for 65g 

7 
Money 

 

Give children 3 coins of the same value. Ask them what the largest 
number of coins they could have that would equal the same value. 
How do they know? 

8 

Money 
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  Give children a selection of purses and priced fruit. Tell the 
children that Carys thinks she is the only one who can buy the fruit 
on the shopping list. Is she correct? 

9 

Money 

 

Provide children with a selection of purses and a shopping list. Ask 
children which of the purses could belong to Carys if this is a list of 
what she bought. 

Money 

 

10 

Ask children how many ways they can make £2. Have they found 
them all? How do they know? 

Money 

11 

Give children some coins and 3 purses, e.g. 50p 2 x 20p 10p 3 x 
5p and 3 x2p 
Challenge children to put them in the correct purses. The first 
purse totals 80p, the 2nd 70p and the 3rd 27p. Can children 
explain how they worked it out? How many possible solutions are 
there? Prove it. 

12 
Money 
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 1  

 

I put some pennies on a table and half were heads up. I turn over 2 
coins and 2/3 are now heads up. How many coins did I have on the 
table? (12 pennies) 

Hats are 1/2 the price of trainers. How much is a hat? How much 
do the trainers cost? 
0.25 the cost of trainers is £10.70 
0.75 the cost of trainers is £32.10 
0.5 the cost of trainers is £21.40 
 

14 

13 

Money 

 

Fractions 

 

© 2016 www.cullyeducation.co.uk 
 

I spend ½ my money on a new pair of trainers. How much were 
the trainers? 
0.10 of my money is £8.80 
0.20 of my money is £17.60 
0.25 of money is £22.00 
0.40 of my money is £35.20 
0.5 of my money is £44.00 
 Money 

 

15 


