
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Reading Area  

Skills 
Questions            Listening & Responding Questions 

Can you join in … repeat… learn this part…? 
Can you retell that story/information to…? 
Can you ask… a question to find out more 
about…? 
What do you think of…? Can you tell me 
about… when… has finished? 
Can you take the role of… and act out… 
with…? Tell me what you are doing? Why 
are you doing that? 
Can you retell that story/information to…? 
What happened next? 
Can you find out… from…? 
Can you talk about… with …? Whose turn is 
it next? 
Can you help… act out… by telling them…? 
 
 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 
 

 

 

 

Number Skills 
Count reliably up to 20 objects 
Read and write numbers to at least 20 
Compare & order numbers to at least 20 
Find halves in practical situations 
Add & subtract numbers involving up to 10 
Use ‘counting on’ strategies to add 2 
collections- start with larger number 
Make a sensible estimate of a number of 
objects that can be checked by counting 
Find halves/quarters in practical 
situations 
Find small differences within 20 by using 
‘counting on’ strategies 
Use checking strategies 
- repeat addition in a different order 
- use halving and doubling within 20 
 
 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

 

Reading Area  

 

                 This booklet outlines common  
               literacy and numeracy skills that 
can be reinforced and developed in 
continuous provision, through focused 
adult intervention.  
It can be used as a guide for practitioners 
to ensure progression of skills throughout 
the Foundation Phase. The differentiated 
skills and questions ensure support is 
focused, questions move the learners on 
and feedback is relevant. 
The question stems ensure questioning is 
related to the learning and develops the 
skills further in each area. 
Questions and skills listed are not 
exhaustive and should be used as a 
starting point for planning support. 
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Reception 
Year 1 
Year 2 

Reception 
Year 1 
Year 2 

 

Speaking Skills 
Express some enjoyment or interest 
Retell, in simple terms, an event or 
experience  
Speak clearly enough to be understood by 
adults and peers  
Imitate real life and make-believe 
experiences within role play  
Express what they like and dislike 
Talk about things from their experience 
and share information 
Use words, phrases and simple sentences 
Speak audibly 
Contribute to role-play activities using 
relevant language 

 
 

Nursery 
Reception 
 

Reading Area  

 

 Nursery 
Reception 
 

Reading Area 

 
Writing Structure Skills 

Communicate by using symbols & pictures  
Use pictures to convey meaning on-screen  
Orally contribute to a form modelled by the 
adult  
Orally compose and dictate a sentence 
describing events, experiences and pictures 
to communicate meaning 
Convey meaning through pictures and mark 
making 
Use pictures and symbols to compose writing 
on-screen 
Copy and write letters, words and phrases  
Contribute to a form modelled by the teacher 
Begin to sequence words, signs or symbols 
appropriately 
 

 

                      Number Questions  

How many… in the book? Show me. (to 5) 
How many books do we have on…? Show me. 
(to 5) 
Is there more… or … in the book (to 5) 
Can you find this… in the book? 
What if there was one more/less of the…? 
Can you take the role of…? What would he 
need to but…? 
How many… in the book? How many books do 
we have on…? Can you record that in 
numbers? (to 10) 
Is there more… or … in the book (to 10) 
How many… altogether? (2 sets) 
If …. gave… to … how many would he have 
left? Do you think he should do it? 
 

 

Reading Area 

 

Nursery 
Reception 
 

 

           
Questions to ask 

What do you need to know? 
What do you need to do? 
What do you need to do next? 
Can you suggest another way of doing this? 
Have you done anything similar? 
Can you think of anything else that is the 
same…? 
What could you use to help you…? 
What if…? 
Can you explain...? 
How could you show…? 
How do you know you are correct? 
How could you convince me? 
How could you prove it? 
 

Questions to Develop Reasoning Skills 

 

  

  

 



 

  

  

                   Speaking Questions 
Which book do you want to read? Why? 
Can you tell me about…? 
Did you enjoy the book? Why? 
Can you pretend you are…? 
What did you like/dislike about the book?  
Have you ever…?  
Can you tell me about it? 
Can you say that again so all the group can 
hear? 
Let’s pretend to… What do you think… 
might say? 

 

Reading Area Nursery 
Reception 
 

Foundation Phase Numerical Reasoning Skills 

 

Transfer mathematical skills to play & classroom 
activities     
Identify steps to complete the task or reach a solution 
Select appropriate mathematics and techniques to use 
Select and use relevant number facts and mental 
strategies 
Select appropriate equipment and resources 
Use knowledge and practical experience to inform 
estimations     
Use everyday and mathematical language to talk about 
their own ideas and choices  
Present work orally, pictorially and in written form, and 
use a variety of ways to represent collected data   
Refine informal, personal methods of recording, moving 
to using words and symbols in number sentences  
Use checking strategies to decide if answers are 
reasonable 
Interpret answers within the context of the problem and 
consider whether answers are sensible   
Interpret information presented in charts and diagrams 
and draw appropriate conclusions 

 

  

             Number Skills 
Count reliably up to 5 objects  
Recognise numbers 0 to 5 and relate a 
number 0 to 5 to its respective quantity  
Compare and order numbers to at least 5  
Demonstrate understanding of one-to-one 
correspondence by matching pairs 
Understand and use the concept of ‘one 
more/one less’ in their play  
Demonstrate an awareness of the purpose of 
money through role play  
Count reliably up to 10 objects 
Read and write numbers to at least 10 
Compare and order numbers to at least 10 
Combine two groups of objects to find ‘how 
many altogether?’ 
Take away objects to find ‘how many are 
left?’ 

 

Nursery 
Reception 
 

Reading Area 

 

Reading Area 

Writing Structure Questions 

Can you tell me about the story in pictures? 
Can you arrange the pictures on the iPad to 
tell the story? 
Can you help me write the story? Can you 
help me write a shopping list for…? 
Can you tell me a sentence to write about 
this picture? 
Can you tell me about the story in pictures? 
Can you label the pictures? 
Can you arrange the pictures & symbols on 
the iPad to tell the story? 
Can you copy… from the book? 
What can we write next? Can you think of a 
better word here? 
Can you sequence these words to show…? 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Nursery 
Reception 
 



 

  

  

  Year 1 
Year 2 
 

Reading Area 

 

                      Speaking Skills 
Express an opinion on familiar subjects 
Include some detail and some relevant 
vocabulary to extend their ideas or 
accounts 
Speak audibly, conveying meaning to 
listeners beyond their friendship group 
Adopt a role using appropriate language 
Express opinions, giving reasons, and 
provide appropriate answers to questions 
Extend their ideas or accounts by 
sequencing what they say and including 
relevant details 
Speak clearly to a range of audiences 
Adopt a specific role, using appropriate 
language in structured situations 
 
 

Reading Area 

 

Measure & Data Questions 
Look at this… from the book. How many… 
long is it? Is it longer than the… from the 
book? 
What season is this? How do you know? 
What o’clock might be on the clock 
when…? What are you doing at that time? 
Do you think it is cooler/warmer there? 
Why? 
Can you sort these… from the book by… 
and…? 
Which is the best book? Ask others. Can 
you record that?  
Look at this… from the book. How many 
cm long is it? Is it longer than the… from 
the book? 
If… did… at… can you set the clock? 
 

Reading Area 

 

                   Writing Structure Skills 
Communicate purposefully in writing 
Use pictures, symbols & letters in sequence 
and familiar words to communicate meaning 
Talk about what they are going to write 
Select letters, words and pictures to 
compose writing on-screen 
Write words, phrases and simple sentences 
and read back own attempts 
Write for different purposes 
Write text which makes sense to another 
reader, which may include details and 
pictures 
Use talk to plan writing 
Experiment with different formats and 
layouts on-screen, using the facility to move 
text and pictures around easily 
 
 
 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

 

Reading Area 

 

Writing Language & Grammar Questions 
    Can you use these words from the book…? 
Can you sound the word out? 
Can you continue this sentence about the 
book? (and, then) 
Can you write that letter up the right way? 
Can you think of an adjective to describe? 
Does that word make sense in the sentence? 
What word could you use to show what 
happens next? 
Can you continue this sentence about the 
book? (because, but) 
Can you segment the word to spell it? 
In the book he was going to…, which verb do 
we use to show that he has already done it 
Can you make all your letters the same size? 

 

 

 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

  

  



 

  

  

  

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

Reading Area 

 

Reading Area 

 

                  Measure & Data Skills 
Use non-standard units to measure 
Use the concept of time in terms of their daily 
and weekly activities and the seasons of the 
year 
Use standard units of time to read ‘o’clock’ 
using analogue and 12-hour digital clocks 
Use descriptive words for a range of 
temperatures, e.g. Cooler/warmer 
Sort and classify objects using more than one 
criterion 
Collect information by voting or sorting and 
represent it in pictures, objects or drawings 
Use standard units to measure 
Read ‘half past’, ‘quarter past’ and ‘quarter to’ 
on an analogue clock 
Read hours and minutes on a 12-hour digital 
clock 
 

            
               Speaking Questions 

What do you think about…? 
Can you tell me more about…? Try to use 
some of these words? 
Can you tell… about…?  
Can you take the role of…? What do you 
think they sound like? What might they say? 
What do you think of…? Why?   
Can you tell me more about…? What 
happened next? Can you describe…? 
Can you tell… about…?  
Can you take the role of…? What might they 
say if…? 
 

 

 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

Reading Area 

 

                 Writing Structure Questions 
Can you sequence these pictures/ words to 
tell me about? 
Can you tell me about what you are going to 
write? 
Can you select letters, words and pictures 
to tell me about… on the iPad? 
Can you write some sentences about…? Can 
you read it back to me? 
Can you write a review/list/report? 
Can you write about…? Can you describe? 
Can you add a picture? 
What are you going to write next? Where 
are you going to say about…? 
Can you move this picture/text to retell…? 
How could we move the text to make this 
clearer? 
 

 

Reading Area 

 

        Writing Language & Grammar Skills 
Use specific words related to the topic  
Begin to use connectives to expand a point 
Use spelling strategies such as sound–symbol 
correspondence and segmenting 
Form letters that are usually clearly shaped & 
correctly orientated 
Understand & use language appropriate to 
writing e.g. Noun, verb, adjective 
Use simple subject-related words correctly 
Use ordering words 
Use connectives for compound sentences 
Use spelling strategies such as segmenting, 
simple roots and suffixes, e.g. Ing, ed 
Use standard forms of verbs 
Form letters accurately & with consistent size 
 

 

  

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

Year 1 
Year 2 
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Investigation Area 

  

    
Listening & Responding Skills 

Listen & respond with growing attention 
and concentration  
Listen & join in with songs, rhymes & stories  
In simple terms, retell a story or 
information that they have heard  
Ask an appropriate question about 
something that has been said 
Participate in discussions with other 
children and/or adults 
Take part in activities alongside others. 
Show that they have listened to others 
Join in, repeat or memorise rhymes, songs 
and stories with some support 
Ask questions about something that has 
been said 
 

Reading Area 

 

Reading Area 

 

  

Nursery 
Reception 
 

Nursery 
Reception 
 

 

  

Reading Area 

 

Reading Area 

 

Measure & Data Questions 
Which of these two is the biggest/heaviest? 
When… did…? Was that before or after…? 
Do you think it is hot/cold? Why? 
How would you sort these…from the book? 
Which of these… from the book match? 
How many of these books are about…? Can 
you record that? 
Which of these is heavier/lighter, 
longer/shorter than…? 
Do you do…? What time of day? 
How long would it take…to…? Do you think it 
is hotter or colder there? Why? 
Can you sort these… from the book by….? 
How could you record that? 
 

Writing Language & Grammar Skills 
Pick up small objects with finger and thumb 
and start to hold writing implements 
appropriately, using pincer grip  
Identify letter sounds through exploration 
of their shape using tactile letter forms and 
multi-sensory play activities.  
Demonstrate an understanding of the 
directionality of written print 
Distinguish between upper- and lower-case 
letters & show an awareness of full stops 
Use correct initial consonant by beginning 
to apply phonic knowledge 
Use familiar & HF words in writing 
Hold writing instruments appropriately 
Discriminate between letters 
Write from left to right 
 

Writing Language & Grammar Questions 
Can you use this pencil/pen/crayon to write? 
Can you copy all the words in the book that 
start with this sound?  
Where are you going to start your writing? 
Which direction are you going to write? 
Can you start your sentence with a capital? 
What are you going to put at the end of the 
sentence? 
What do you think the first letter is? Can you 
sound it out? 
You used this word the other day. Can you 
remember how it is spelt? 
How should you be holding the pencil? 
What is the next letter? 
Which direction are you going to write? 
 

  

Nursery 
Reception 
 

Nursery 
Reception 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

  

Measure & Data Skills 
Compare, sort and order two objects  
Anticipate events related to elements of daily 
routines- use terms ‘before’/‘after’  
Use words that describe temperature during 
everyday activities, e.g. Hot/cold  
Sort and match sets of objects/pictures by 
recognising similarities  
Use mark making to begin to record collections  
Use direct comparisons -length/height/distance  
Use the concept of time for daily activities 
Demonstrate a developing sense of how long 
tasks and everyday events take 
Use direct comparisons when describing 
temperature, e.g. Hot/cold 
Sort and classify objects using one criterion 
Record collections using marks, numbers or 
pictures 
 

 Listening & Responding Questions 
Can you join in when…? 
Can you retell the story/information to…? 
What would you like to know about…? 
What do you think of…? Can you tell me 
about…? 
Can you take the role of… and act out… 
with…? 
Can you draw a picture to show what… 
told you about the book? 
Can you join in when…? Can you repeat 
these lines when… if I help you? 
What would you like to know about what… 
said?  
Have you got a question for… about what 
they have said? 
  

Reading Area 

 

Reading Area 

 

 
 

  

Nursery 
Reception 
 

Nursery 
Reception 
 



 

  Reading Area 

Skills 
Questions 

     

Number Questions 

How many… in the book? How many books do 
we have on…? Can you record that in 
numbers? (to 20) 
Is there more… or … in the book (to 20) 
How many… altogether? (to 10 objects) 
If …. gave…to … how many would he have 
left? Do you think he should do it? (to 10) 
Can you put half the books in that box and 
half in there? 
How many… do you think there are?  
What page is… on? 
Can you put ½ in there? A quarter in …? 
How many more…. Than…? ( to 20) 
Can you check that is correct by adding them 
in a different order? 
 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 Listening & Responding Skills 

Join in, repeat or memorise a range of 
rhymes and songs 
Retell narratives/information they’ve heard 
Show understanding –ask ? to find out more  
Contribute to conversations and respond to 
others, taking turns when prompted 
Take part in activities with others and talk 
about what they are doing. 
Retell narratives or information that they 
have heard, sequencing events correctly 
Show understanding of what they’ve heard - 
ask relevant ? to find out specific info 
Contribute to discussion, keeping a focus on 
the topic and taking turns to speak 
Share activities and information to complete 
a task 

Year 1 
Year 2 
 

Reading Area 

 

  

 
 


