
 

  

FP Numerical Reasoning using 
Counters 

Activities and ideas to 
develop reasoning skills 
in the FP classroom, using 
money. 

 

FP Numerical Reasoning using Money 
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FP Numerical Reasoning Skills  Relevant Activities 
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Identify 
processes 
and 
connections 

FP.1 transfer mathematical skills to 
play and classroom activities 

                

FP.2 identify steps to complete the 
task or reach a solution 

                

FP.3 select appropriate mathematics 
and techniques to use 

                

FP.4 select and use relevant number 
facts and mental strategies 

                

FP.5 select appropriate equipment 
and resources 

                

FP.6 use knowledge and practical 
experience to inform estimations 

                

FP.11 use everyday and mathematical 
language to talk about their own ideas 
and choices 

                

Represent 
and 
communicate 

FP.12 present work orally, pictorially 
and in written form, and use a variety 
of ways to represent collected data 

                

FP.13 devise and refine informal, 
personal methods of recording, 
moving to using words and symbols in 
number sentences 

                

Review
  

FP.17 use checking strategies to 
decide if answers are reasonable 

                

FP.18 interpret answers within the 
context of the problem and consider 
whether answers are sensible 

                

FP.19 interpret information presented 
in charts and diagrams and draw 
appropriate conclusions 

                



  

Provide children with a selection of purses and a shopping list. 
Ask children which of the purses could belong to Carys if this is a 
list of what she bought. 

Money 

1 

Give children a selection of purses and priced fruit. Tell the 
children that Carys thinks she is the only one who can buy a 
banana. Is she correct? 

2 

Money 

Ask children how many ways they can make 15p. Have they found 
them all? How do they know? 

Give children 3 coins of the same value. Ask them what the largest 
number of coins they could have that would equal the same value. 
How do they know? 

4 

3 

Money 

Money 
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Give children a coin pattern sheet (each side must be symmetrical). 
Can they make a pattern that would total 18p etc? What amounts 
is it not possible to total (any odd total). 

Money 
and 

 Movement 

5 

Give children three bags and 8 pennies. How many pennies do 
they need to put in each bag so that they can pay any amount 
from 1p to 8p without opening any of the bags? Does the strategy 
work for other numbers, e.g. 6 pennies and paying any amount 
from 1p to 6p 

Money 

6 

Give children a purse and ask them which products they can buy 
if they want to spend all their money. 

7 

Money 

 

Give children 6 coins, e.g. 3x 5p, 2x 2p and a 1p. Challenge them 
to arrange them to fulfil criteria, e.g. The first 3 coins add to 8p, 
the coins in odd spaces equal 9p etc. 

8 

Money 
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Give children clues to find out which coin is hidden, e.g. I am less 
than 20p but more than 1p. I am an odd coin. 

9 

Money 

Show children a range of purses and give them clues to identify the 
purse, e.g. I could buy a toy car but not a bus, my total is even. 
 

Money 

 

10 

1 car and 1 doll cost 80p. 2 dolls cost 50p. How much are 3 cars? 
(£1.65) 

Money 

11 

2 cars are 40p, a doll and a car cost 35p. How much for 2 dolls? 

12 

Money 
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5 3 2 

 1  

 

 

Mum gives Sam 5p for every book he reads and Dad gives him 10p. 
He reads 6 books. How much does he make altogether? 

Mum gives Carys 5p for every day she reads and Dad gives her 
10p. If Carys earns 80p, how many days did Mum pay and how 
many days did Dad pay her? Do you have all the possible 
combinations? How do you know? 

14 

13 

Money 

Money 

Carys has two silver coins. How much money could she have? Prove 
it. 

Money 

 

15 

Carys buys a lolly for 5p. She paid for it exactly. Which coins did 
she use?  

There are 4 ways: Five 1p, one 2p and three 1p, two 2p and one 
1p, one 5p 

Money 

16 
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Coin Pattern Sheet 
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